One of the key subjects in maintaining national security is the Polish Army, especially considering asymmetric threats and, most of all, terrorism. A significant role is played by the military intelligence and counterintelligence, special forces, security forces and specialized services of the Polish Armed Forces in the form of the Military Gendarmerie.
The "National Anti-Terrorism Programme for 2012-2016" states that "In the context of the subject matter of the Programme, an important role is played by the Military Gendarmerie, which is a specialized service of the Polish Armed Forces. The competences of the MG include, among others, ensuring the protection of public order on military areas and military installations as well as in public places and performing protective activities towards authorized persons. During the realization of the abovementioned tasks MG cooperates with Polish and foreign authorities and services competent in matters of security and public order and military polices" . Among the tasks of the MG Specialized Unit in Warsaw are antiterrorist actions and special protection. The MG Specialized Units can be compared to the Government Protection Bureau, and thus they are responsible for the protection of the heads of the Ministry of the National Defence and also the President, Prime Minister, Speakers of the Sejm and the Senate during their visits to military units 10 . The MG Specialized Units also perform the following tasks: -counteracting land and air terrorist attacks; -eliminating the effects of epidemics and counteracting biological, radiological and chemical terror 11 . The MG Specialized Unit in Minsk Mazowiecki is dedicated to manoeuvring operations (it can be placed between prevention and storm sub-units). Its key task is to provide police support for the Polish Armed Forces units participating in missions, to support units and sub-units of the Armed Forces and the forces of the Ministry of the Interior and Administration (e.g. the Government Protection Bureau), that combat terrorism, protect facilities, prevent natural disasters and eliminate their effects. An important role is also providing police support to the allied forces remaining on the RP territory within the Host Nation Support assistance 12 . The Military Gendarmerie, apart from supporting the Police during counterterrorist actions on the territory of Poland or securing military installations, participates in stabilization and peacekeeping missions on the territories with terrorist activity -such as Afghanistan. The latter tasks are performed by the soldiers of the MG Specialized Units due to their equipment and training. Their tasks include:
-ensuring control of the area of the contingent's activity through, for example, patrolling, reconnaissance and monitoring of the local situation; -training local police forces; -conducting interventions; -convoying and protecting special cargo; -providing security measures to the VIPs; -inspecting persons, places and buildings13. In extreme cases soldiers of the MG Specialized Units can be deployed in offensive actions to eliminate terrorist threat. The Military Gendarmerie cooperates also with other forces -such as the Air Forces or the Chemical Forces 14 . The Military Gendarmerie, on the account of the changing nature of threats and the engagement of Poland in counterterrorist actions, needed a transformation of training and equipment, which was particularly successful in the case of specialized units, where soldiers undergo specialist trainings on action in urban terrain, both protective and offensive, while the Gendarmerie itself became an important element of the Polish system to combat terrorism.
